
FEMINIST PHILOSOPHICAL TOY #4: EXPERIENCE FRAMES 
By Rebecca Rouse & Nassim Parvin


Begin this activity with a conversation focused on relevant feminist scholarship that emphasise 
the role of positionally in ways of knowing. Example resources are listed below. Questions you 
might discuss include:


• What does it mean to take the idea of positionality seriously, and embrace the nuances and 
complexities of our experiences and how they frame our perspectives? 


• How can we bring awareness of positionality into the design process more explicitly?

• What kinds of metaphors can better capture the shifting, layered and “intersectional" (Crenshaw 

1990) nature than common metaphors such as the identity wheel or social identity beads?


Formal Inspiration 
The form of this toy is inspired by Lothar Meggendorfer’s 1887 “Im Stadtpark” movable book, 
which is pictured below. The book is an accordion-fold format with a series of cut-out frames that 
can be rearranged in different ways to create a variety of views.
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Materials 
Paper, tape or glue, scissors or Xacto knife, and markers/paint/pen etc.


Prompts 
Work with a partner to share these prompts and sketch initial ideas, then develop in cut-out form 
as individual frames on single sheets of paper. Pages can be glued or taped at edges at the end 
of the activity to create the basic accordion fold form. Be in discussion with your partner as 
needed; each of you will work to craft your own personal individual frames.


1. Tell a story of being made aware of your social identity / identities, and or feeling pride in your 
social identity / identities. Represent this concrete experience  in 1 frame.


2. Tell a story about an institution (ie., religion, political climate, an organization, etc.) that 
powerfully shaped you and your experiences, but you may not think of consciously today even 
though it continues to influence your positionally. This could be an institution that was 
influential for you as a member of the institution, or influential for you as someone outside the 
institution. Represent this concrete experience  in 1 frame.


3. Tell a story about a particular person who has influenced your perspective. Represent a 
concrete experience with this person in 1 frame.


Work alone/with a partner for 1 hour to develop your frames. Then come back together as a group 
to share and reflect on the activity together. 


Closing Questions 
Questions to consider for guiding your closing conversation include:

• Can you share about the decisions you made in terms of how to represent your experiences in 

terms of color, shape, form, text, or any other elements you chose to incorporate?

• How did it feel to materialize your experiences in this manner? Was it difficult? Fun? Frustrating? 

Why?

• Can you think about ways you might incorporate this toy in a design process with others?


Feminist Theory Resources for Experience Frames 

Crenshaw, K. (1990) “Mapping the margins: Intersectionality, identity politics, and violence against 
women of color.” Stanford Law Review, 43, 1241.


Carastathis, A. (2013) “Basements and intersections.” Hypatia, 28(4), 698-715.


Takacs, D. (2003) “How Does Your Positionality Bias Your Epistemology?” Thought & Action, 
Summer 2003: 27 - 38.
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